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Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 3rd March at 7.30 p.m.
By Zoom


Present: Councillors Bailey, Harpham, Peel, Taylor, Varley (until item 4), Williams RD, Williams Rl.; the Clerk
Others: C. Ware (Brixworth FOCUS group), SV, KS, DS, RS

Interests: none
1. Apologies: all present

2. Minutes: minutes of the meeting of the Council on the 3rd February 2021 were approved as a correct record.

3. Matters arising: none

4. Resignation: the chairman had received a letter of resignation from Councillor Varley and it was resolved that the resignation be accepted. Councillor Varley was thanked for his service and the council wished him and his family well for the future.

5. Filling the Vacancy: 

Resolved: that the council inform the elections officer in Daventry of the vacancy and follows the standard process, which includes the possibility of an election if 10 villagers on the electoral register request it.

6. Open forum: Christine Ware, a liberal democrat candidate in the West Northants elections explained that her attendance was to help her understand local issues. She briefly summarised key issues facing the architects of the new local government system and explained why there would not be a unified council tax charge next year. The awarding of a new highways contract was being managed by consultants at a cost of £1.6 million. KS asked if the dog bin could be re-sited and was told the work had been approved. RS raised lay by bus parking, traffic issues generally, litter and the possibility of re-starting CAPEG. The chairman explained the latest position on the first two issues and promised to keep pressing for better outcomes. It was disappointing that the buses had returned apparently with permission and that the advisory 20 mph scheme had not included Cold Ashby despite the evidence submitted. He stressed that, though largely toothless, the PC continued to represent Cold Ashby’s interests in a number of forums very vigorously. Capeg would appear on the next PC agenda, as would the 20-mph limit.

7. Accounts: the balance reported at the meeting was £20,682.43 (£14,400.50 current and £6,281.93 investment. Members approved for payment the items listed in the accounts. 

8. VAS unit: The clerk was instructed to make no payment for the unit itself until it had been received and installed. Further efforts were to be made by Cllr. Peel and then the clerk to get the post installed as soon as possible. 

9. Buses. No 60. Councillors were informed that the new service would not include a Cold Ashby loop. There was unanimous agreement not to revisit the decision not to contribute to the community funding group as the expenditure would not be a good use of Cold Ashby residents’ money.

10. Public House Community Group: no significant comments were made by anyone present. 

11. Police Liaison Representative: The council has received a request from NALC asking it to consider appointing a police liaison representative and the resolution below was approved.

The council appoints the chairman as a Police Liaison Representative to act as a single point of contact with Northamptonshire Police.

12. Cemetery: Noted: The burial of Mrs Margaret Jones, formerly of Bridle Lane will take place with a graveside ceremony at 1 p.m. on Wednesday 17th March. Members also confirmed approval of a headstone request for Richard John Dunkley, grave 128.

13. Verbal reports: none.

14. Post: none
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